SENEGAL


ActionAid Senegal is co-organizing with Peuples Solidaires (PSO) a series of activities targeting youth from 30 of April to 3 of May 2008 in Dakar and from 11 to 14 of June in Paris. 
 
The Dakar-Paris event or ‘’Kaa Konko Kele festival’’* (name of the event in Senegal) seeks to critically engaged youth around the HungerFREE campaign to sensitize and mobilize their peers to put pressure on their governments to deliver on the right to food. Peuples Solidaires, AAI partner in France will use the opportunity of the event to launch FaimZERO (HungerFREE translation for the francophone audiences) in France.
 
The concept of the Dakar-Paris event is to use artists and art expressions to vehicle the campaign messages. Here is a quick overview of the type of activities planned in both sides:
 
30 of April
Lobby visits: In Dakar, Meetings with some officials (parliament, relevant ministries) to expose and discuss youth demands to end hunger and have concrete commitments to follow up on as the campaign runs. 
 
1 of May 
Field visit: Participants will interact with youth leaving in the rural areas (one of the AAS DAs) and share experiences on the way they fight against hunger in their respective context.  
 
2 of May
Influential Workshops: This activity seeks to bring together opinion leaders (musicians, art artists, comedians etc.) to interact with youth and the general public around the issues raised under the HungerFREE campaign and their role as agents of change. This activity will be used as an introduction to explain the Art exhibition themes and is palnned to take place just before the Art exhibition openig cocktail.
 
Art Exhibition: We plan to work with some youth artists to realise paintings on the themes developed during the festival. The art exhibition will be organised with the support of one of the most talented and well known artist artists in Senegal; Kalidou Kasse.
 
Possibilities for exposing the paintings in Paris are considered.
 
3 of May
Policy Debates and discussions: In Dakar, Representatives of youth organizations, representatives from the relevant ministries and members of the relevant parliament commissions will interact and discuss with the representatives of the youth movements at the University of Dakar Cheikh Anta Diop.
 
Concert: In Dakar a free concert will take place at the university. 
 
In Paris, a partnership has been developed with Tiken Jah Facoly when performing on the 13 of June during the ‘’100 contest festival’’. A collaboration with MTv is being negociated. [Please contact Brendan, Ivy, Paolo or Benjamin for more info on this]
A press conference is also planned few days before the ‘’100 contest festival’’ involving Tiken Jah Facoly and Didier Awadi, hip-hop artist from Senegal.  
 
4 of May
‘‘Battle City’’: In Dakar, this event constitutes a highly popular competition which has the particularity to gather both youth from the suburbs than privileged youth around disciplines such as basket-ball, roller blade, reaggeaton and breakdance. This space will be used during 3 successive Sundays to brand the campaign and communicate the core messages. It’s agreed with the organizers that we’ll design and print out the entrance tickets so that we could use them to collect participant’s contacts. The ticket will be divided into 3 parts, one to be kept by the organizers (for them to know the number of entrances); the two other parts to be given to the participants will be constituted by a piece with few lines about what the campaign is about and another one to be returned to us with the contacts of the one who filled them in.
 
As we are walking towards this highly exciting event we welcome any inputs regarding the best way to run the planned activities. We’ll send you a weekly update to keep you informed on the event progress.
 
Don’t hesitate to contact any of the following persons for any further information:
Faty Kane (AAS), Alexandre Polack (Int. Comms), Benjamin Desgachons (PSO) 
 
 
Nb: The Dakar-Paris event is co-funded by AAS; PSO ; HungerFREE (Activista) ; Int. Comm’s and the Africa region. 
 
 
*[kaa Konko Kele is the local name of the HungerFREE campaign in Senegal meaning Fighting against hunger together in Mandika]

